
SCQF For Parents & Carers 



The type of 
qualifications

National 4 – Level 4

National 5 – Level 5

Higher – Level 6

Advanced Higher – Level 7

These are rough equivalents



What did they used 
to be called?

National 4 – Intermediate 1 or Standard 
Grade General

National 5 – Intermediate 2 or Standard 
Grade Credit

Higher – Higher

Advanced Higher – Advanced Higher or CSYS 



SCQF vs NQ 

SCQF qualifications (like NPAs) feature continuous 
assessment

NQ qualifications (like Nat 5s) usually feature a final exam

SCQF qualifications (like NPAs) are Pass / Fail

NQ qualifications (like Nat 5s) are usually graded (A, B, C)

SCQF qualifications (like NPAs) are often in less traditional 
subjects

NQ qualifications (like Nat 5s) are found in most 
traditional subjects
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